
 

 

 

Fellow aviators: 
 

It’s easy to see why we love flying so much. I admit that of all the things I spend my time and 

money on, aviation is the one that always seems to rise to the top in social conversation. It’s pos-

sible that some tire of hearing stories of quick trips to fun destinations or  great heights in a 

glider, but it gets a much greater response than bragging about my grandchildren. It seems like 

everyone, both aviator and the unfortunate ground-bound, enjoy hearing about the adventures 

that being a pilot can bring.  
 

I recently accepted a position that landed me in the university’s Chicago headquarters.  They re-

lease the shackles long enough for me to sneak out of town for a quick trip home on the weekend. 

I know this seems like an ideal opportunity to exercise my passion for flying, but the expense re-

ports do not have an aviation column. The Friday night traffic and construction on I-94 often 

have me day dreaming about being above it all. To further frustrate, my downtown condo gives 

me a great view of the peninsula where Meigs Field once captured the interest of all Midwest 

aviators. Oh, the lost opportunities! 
 

We have probably all felt the frustration of having to talk about flying, more than actually taking 

to the air -- forced to fly in conversation 

rather than in the cockpit. Whether it’s 

10 or 100 hours logged in a year, it’s still 

one of the most exciting ways to spend 

your time and money.  I’m looking forward 

to summer trips with the family and the 

Monday morning coworker question, “Did 

you get to fly this weekend?” 
 

See you at the airport (or on I94). 
 

Dave 
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When it comes to FAA medical certification these are the most unsettled times I have seen in 
the 14 years I have been a senior aviation medical examiner for the FAA.  Here are some of the 
issues: 1) The FAA is behind in special issuance certification due to the government shutdown 
and problems with their computer system, 2) the FAA continues to at times request medical in-
formation which is neither aeromedically relevant or consistent with current medical practice. 
 
But, the FAA is not the only problem.  AOPA continues to push for changes which throw out the 
baby with the bathwater.  Their petition/legislative initiatives if enacted are almost certain to 
raise the death toll in general aviation past the approximately 400 each year seen now.  A recent 
position paper by the AeroSpace Medical Association indicates the death rate may rise signifi-
cantly.  The “driver’s license medical” is really a joke as state standards vary widely and quite a 
few states really have no medical standards at all. 
 
So, where is the answer?  The desired end state is where we get all who are reasonably safe to 
fly in the air and have a responsive system to protect those who might endanger themselves, 
their passengers and those on the ground. 
 
So, in April the FAA announced an impending Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) to relax 
medical standards for recreational/private pilots.  We don’t know what is in the NPRM but I sus-
pect we will very soon.  Hopefully it will be reasonable and reflect a good blend of common 
sense and practical solutions to aviation medical oversight. 
 
No country in the world allows pilots to fly with absolutely no medical oversight.  Some coun-
tries have standards much harder than the FAA’s.  More to come. 
 
Gregory Pinnell, MD 
Senior AME/ Senior Flight Surgeon USAFR 
www.airdocs.net 

From the Flight Surgeon 

Dr. Scott Grant , TOPS member, provides examination services for your aviation medical.  Dr. 
Grant is located in nearby Birmingham (Maple and Old Woodward).  
His contact information is: 

Dr. Scott Grant  
Birmingham Medical  

180 East Brown  
Birmingham, MI 48009   

248-645-1000   
 

Same day appointments are possible.  Make sure you mention that you are a TOPS  member.  

http://www.airdocs.net


 

 

LOCAL EVENTS 

Huron County Memorial Airport (BAX) Bad Axe, MI Aviation Day  Date:  June 08, 2014  Time:  07:30 AM - 11:00 
AM Description: Dawn Patrol Aviation Day 

Oceana County Airport (C04) Hart/Shelby, MI Fly-In Breakfast  Date:  June 08, 2014  Time:  07:30 AM - 12:00 
PM Description: Dawn Patrol Fly-In Breakfast 

Air Show: Gaylord Regional Airport (GLR) Gaylord, MI  Date:  June 14, 2014  -  June 15, 2014Time:  09:00 AM - 
04:00 PM Description: Air Show 

Young Eagles - Mason - Jewett Field (TEW)  Date:  June 14, 2014  Time:  10:00 AM - 02:00 PM Descrip-
tion: Young Eagles 

Mason - Jewett Field (TEW) Mason, MI Fly-In Breakfast  Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:00 AM De-
scription: Dawn Patrol "All-U-Can Eat" Pancake Breakfast 

Plymouth Mettetal Airport (1D2) EAA Chapter 113 Father's Day Pancake Breakfast Date:  June 15, 
2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:00 AM Description: Dawn Patrol: Plymouth Mettetal Airport (1D2) EAA Chapter 
113 Father's Day Pancake Breakfast 

Canton-Plymouth Mettetal Airport (1D2) Plymouth, MI Fly-In Breakfast  Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM 
- 11:00 AM Description: Dawn Patrol Fly-In Breakfast 

Mason - Jewett Field (TEW) Mason, MI Fly-In Breakfast Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:00 AM De-
scription: Dawn Patrol "All-U-Can Eat" Pancake Breakfast 

Padgham Field (35D) Allegan, MI Fly-In Pancake Breakfast Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Description: Dawn Patrol Breakfast Fly-In 

Ludington - Mason County Airport Fly-In Breakfast and Car Show Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 12:00 
PM Description: Dawn Patrol: Ludington - Mason County Airport Fly-In Breakfast and Car Show 

White Cloud Airport (42C) Fly-In Breakfast Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  08:00 AM - 01:30 PM Descrip-
tion: Sponsored by City of White Cloud 

Shady Lawn Field (4M4) Bannister, MI Fly-In Date:  June 15, 2014  Time:  04:00 PM Description: Dawn Patrol 
Fly-In 

Southwest Michigan Regional Airport (BEH) Benton Harbor, MI WWII Reenactment "Lest We Forget" 
Date:  June 20, 2014  -  June 21, 2014Time:  07:00 AM - 06:00 PM Description: "Lest We Forget" WWII Reen-
actment 

Price's Airport (9G2) Linden, MI Fly-In Breakfast and Car Show Date:  June 21, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 12:00 
PM Description: Dawn Patrol Breakfast Fly-In and Car Show 

Kalkaska Airport (Y89) Kalkaska, MI Fly-In Breakfast Date:  June 21, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 12:00 PM Descrip-
tion: Dawn Patrol Breakfast Fly-In 

http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319747--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319748--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319750--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-326903--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-327269--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-323872--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319749--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319789--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-321622--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-327055--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-323843--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319751--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319753--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319758--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319757--,00.html


 

 

Dalton Airport (Flushing) Fly-in/Drive-in breakfast Date:  June 22, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:30 AM Descrip-
tion: EAA Chapter 77's 27th Annual Dawn Patrol Fly-in/Drive-in Breakfast 

Kirsch Municipal Airport (IRS) Sturgis, MI Pancake Breakfast Date:  June 28, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
Description: Pancake Breakfast 

Roben-Hood Airport (RQB) Big Rapids, MI AirFest Unplugged Date:  June 28, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 02:00 PM 
Description: AirFest Unplugged 

Clare Municipal Airport (48D) Clare, MI Fly-In Breakfast Date:  June 29, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:00 AM De-
scription: Dawn Patrol Breakfast Fly-In 

Hillsdale Municipal Airport (JYM) Hillsdale, MI Fly-In Breakfast Date:  June 29, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
Description: Dawn Patrol Breakfast Fly-In 

Sandusky City Airport (Y83) Date:  June 29, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 12:00 PM Description: Dawn Patrol: San-
dusky City Airport fly-in breakfast 

Houghton Lake State Airport (5Y2) Houghton Heights, MI Fly-In Brat Lunch Date:  July 05, 2014  Time:  10:00 AM 
- 04:00 PM Description: Dawn Patrol Lunch Fly-In 

Watervliet Municipal Airport (40C) Watervliet, MI Fly-In Steak DinnerDate:  July 05, 2014  Time:  11:00 AM - 
05:00 PM Description: Dawn Patrol Fly-In 

Watervliet Municipal Airport (40C) Watervliet, MI Fly-In BreakfastDate:  July 06, 2014  Time:  07:00 AM - 12:00 
PM Description: Dawn Patrol Breakfast Fly-In 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-318299--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-315023--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319760--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319771--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319772--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-328326--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319776--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319774--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/aero/0,4533,7-145-52412-319773--,00.html


 

 

 

TOPS Website: 

http://troyoaklandpilots.org/ 

Filling Stations 

Fly Inn Restaurant  
Plainwell, MI (61D)  
 

Taxi right up to the restaurant. Good 
meals at good prices. Full service FBO to 
serve you with everything from annuals 
to major repairs. 100LL fuel available 7-24 
self serve. Visa, Mastercard accepted. 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Dave Starnes, President    (C) 248-217-1744   dstarnes92@yahoo..com 
Jack Walton, Treasurer    (H) 248-353-9461  troytop@home.msn.com 
Jeff Boris, Secretary   (C) 248-930-0616  jboris4325@aol.com   
David Londal, Maintenance  (C) 248-670-5188  dlondal@gmail.com 
David Londal, Membership   (C) 248-670-5188   dlondal@gmail.com 
Dick Johnson, Director-at-Large   (H) 248-588-2613  rilijo@yahoo.com  
Dick Moy, Director-at-Large  (C) 248-568-3305  dickmoy@aol.com 
Joe Cook, Director-at-Large   (H) 586-791-7091  jcook@midwestvideo.com 
      (C) 248-709-1459 
 

 

         CLUB FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS  
 
Dick McGinnis, CFII     (H) 248-952-1456   RAMATPCFII@aol.com 
 
Dick Johnson, CFII       (H) 248-588-2613  rilijo@yahoo.com  
        (C) 248-909-3187 
Joe Cook, CFI     (H) 586-791-7091  jcook@midwestvideo.com 
       (C) 248-709-1459 
Dave Starnes, CFII     (H) 248-569-9428   dstarnes92@yahoo.com 
                 (C) 248-217-1744 
Scott Anttila, CFI      (C) 231-409-6965  scott.anttila@gmail.com 
 
 

 PLANE CAPTAINS  
 

   

  Skylane C-182 9885M  
   Alan Washeleski   (H) 248-646-8319 (C) 248-808-8116 

      
  Skylane TR182 737LM   

   David Londal  (C) 248-670-5188 
  

  Skyhawk C-172 6508K  
   Dick Moy    (C) 248-568-3305    

   

  Skyhawk C-172 64477  
   Jeff Boris   (C) 248-930-0616    
    

   

2014 Club  Officers  &  Appointees... 



 

 



 

 


